CHESANING HIGH SCHOOL CO-CURRICULAR PARTICIPATION POLICY STATEMENT

We believe that the opportunity for participation in a wide variety of student-selected activities is a vital part of the student’s educational experience. A comprehensive and balanced activities program is an essential complement to the basic program of instruction offered at Chesaning High School and will enable the student to take maximum advantage of his/her education. Such participation is a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the school, to the activity, to the student body, to the community and to the student. Participation in these activities will provide students with the opportunity to develop personal values, skills and a positive attitude toward work and leisure time activities.

The athletic and fine arts programs will be available to all students who demonstrate an interest in participating, regardless of their individual abilities. Accordingly, appropriate skill levels will be established within activities, when feasible, so that students may participate as fully as possible regardless of their ability levels. However, an individual student who attempts to participate in several co-curricular activities simultaneously might on occasion, be in a position of a conflict of obligations. If it becomes obvious that a student cannot fulfill the obligation of a school activity without continuously inviting scheduling conflicts, that student might find himself/herself in a position of having to withdraw form one of more of the conflicting activities.

Since the athletic and fine arts departments recognize that each student should have the opportunity for a broad range of experiences in the area of co-curricular activities, they will attempt to schedule events in a manner that minimizes conflicts.

The student should exercise caution when gaining membership on teams and in activities where conflicts are likely to exist. Students have a responsibility to do everything they can to minimize obligations where obvious conflicts in practice and performance times will occur. When a conflict does arise THE STUDENT must notify the faculty sponsors/coaches involved immediately.

When a conflict occurs the sponsors/coaches will work out a solution that minimizes pressure on the student who feels allegiance to more than one activity. If a solution cannot be found, an appeals committee consisting of the two sponsors/coaches of the activities involved, the athletic director and the assistant principal in charge of student activities will make the decision based on the following criteria:

• The relative importance of each event. (Performance vs. Practice)

• The importance of each event to the student.

• The relative contribution the student can make.

• The length of time the events have been scheduled.

• Discussion between the school and the parents.

• Any other contributing factors.

Once the decision has been made and the student has followed that decision, he/she will not be penalized in any way by either faculty sponsor or coach.

Annually, prior to the beginning of a new academic school year, a committee consisting of the athletic director, an on-staff varsity head coach selected by the athletic director, the directors of band, choir, and drama will meet to discuss the next academic year’s calendar of events. They will address any obvious conflicts in scheduling, and maintain open communication between the fine arts and athletic departments. Additional meetings of this committee will be scheduled throughout the school year whenever necessary and called by any one member of the committee.
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